
 

 

 
   

 VOWRA Board Meeting Agenda 
April 5, 2018 11:30 AM 

FACE TO FACE MEETING 
Ruby Tuesday 1120 N Lee Highway Lexington VA 

Call in Number (605) 468-8015 and the access code is 372818# 
 

Call to Order T Davis 
 
o Roll Call M Degen 

       

Present Board Member Affiliation 

X Trapper Davis President –Executive Board 

X Paul Small President Elect –Executive Board 

 John Powell Past President – Executive Board 

X Marcia Degen Secretary – Executive Board (Regulator) 

X Ken May Treasurer – Executive Board (Operator) 

   

X Bryan Allen AOSE/PE  (Tom Ashton proxy) 

X William Johnson AOSE/PE 

X Scott Currie Manufacturer 

 Chris Beatley Manufacturer 

X Joe O’Rear Operator 

X Doug Canody Regulator 

 Jamie Miller Installer 

 John Ewing VIP 

X Archie Arnold VIP 

Angie Vigil 
  

o Reading of Antitrust Statement A Vigil 
 

o Membership count/lapsed                                                                                    A Vigil 
Members: 
Lapsed: 
     

o Request for Additions to and Approval of Agenda T Davis 
Motion to Approve:  Ken May 
Second:  Paul Small 
Carried. 
 

o Reading/Discussion/Approval of Minutes M Degen 
March 1, 2018 minutes 
Motion to Approve:  Paul Small 
Second:  Ken May 
Carried. 
 

Presidents Report T. Davis 
Trapper was recently in Waco TX for TX Onsite conference – 1200 attendees. 
Trapper presented on O&M of filters. 
NOWRA Fly In is next week in Washington DC 
He is attending stakeholder meetings for Chesapeake Bay TMDL – the stakeholder group is 
specifically asking for reductions in the onsite sector. 



 

 

Financial/Treasurer Report K May 
o Checking & Savings Balance:  52,606.82 
o Net Income: -13,503.57  (Normal for this time of year) 

 
Committee Reports 
o Manufacturer/Vendor/Supplier/Conference                                                                  S Currie 

 2018 Conference 
Contract is signed for Portsmouth. 
Save the date on Facebook to be posted. 
Need to put out a call for papers. 
Want to get started on keynote:  Suggestion:  Ches Bay leader such as Ann Jennings 
(Assistant Secretary of Natural Resources) (Trapper to contact)    
Workshop ideas:  Sara Heger:  A to Z course;  business practices;  journeyman. 
Options to contact:  Jonathan Godfrey, Erik Severson, Charlie Humphrey  (Tom to contact 
Jonathan, Sara, Erik, Charlie) 
Idea:  could we offer VOWRA rate to affiliate members 
SWAG – Marcia and Angie showed some ideas for swag 
 
Maybe an idea for the conference to discuss insurances 
 
 VWWA Conference 
No new information 
 

o Marketing/Communications/Membership Marketing                                                    A. Arnold 
 Newsletter 

To printer – have been sent – noted that we need to update  training schedule 
Send out by email as well, but with updated schedule  
Archie will check with Danna Revis to see if she’ll put info on Facebook 
Archie is investigating adding benefits – insurance – group rate insurance discount 
for members; William mentioned ACEC is doing a similar  

 Membership – no new incentives at this time 
 Scholarship – no applications 

 
o Academic/Training/Education                                                                                P. Small 

All locations are booked.  Graves Mtn soils training with VAPSS is filling up.  Abingdon has a 
rough layout, but need to finalize the schedule. 

Date Location City Limit 

Friday, 3/9/18 VAMAC Fredericksburg 35 

Friday, 3/23/18 May Supply Harrisonburg 45 

Friday, 4/13/18 Graves Mountain Madison Unltd. 

Friday, 5/18/18 SW Higher Education Center Abingdon 50 

Friday, 6/8/18 Noland Winchester 200 

 
o Governmental Affairs Committee Report                                                  C Moore 

Trapper for Curtis 
HB 885 deferred so no reporting required for conventional system maintenance  
HB 887 redefines maintenance but without HB885 there is no reporting for conventional 
systems. 
HB 888 passed which is the privatization bill that moves VDH out of design. 
 

o Technical Practices Committee Report B Allen 
No report 

o NOWRA Update C Moore 
Trapper for Curtis 



 

 

 Going to Fly In in Washington DC the next week. 
 

Old Business  
No old business. 
 

New Business 
Review of SB1577 report as requested by member, Joel Pinnix. P Small 
Mr. Pinnix requested that VOWRA send a letter to VDH to “rescind the report and correct the 
record.” The email request from Mr. Pinnix as sent to VOWRA is attached. 
 
Comments:   
Board looked at comment and the context.  Link to full report provided here. 
The comment was pulled from page 4 of the report, item #2.  The highlighted section below is 
the paragraph that Mr. Pinnix questions. 

 
2. Aside from cost, some stakeholders reported that a licensed operator would not need to collect a 

sample for lab testing and could instead visually inspect and smell the sample for evaluation of 

system performance and operation. Stakeholders asserted that using visual and smell field testing 

could substitute for BOD5 sampling.  

 

VDH’s data show that operators cannot discern whether a treatment unit is meeting the performance 

requirements based on sight and smell. There were approximately 6,450 AOSSs installed from July 7, 

2011, to the present. VDH has received about 1,885 O&M reports with sampling data. Of the 1,885 

samples, 21% of the data (392 samples) showed high BOD5 results (greater than 30 mg/l) even 

though operators reported 90% of the time (354 out of 392) that the AOSS was working properly. 

Some stakeholders believe that high percentages of non-compliance can be addressed with more 

robust oversight and follow-up with property owners by VDH. 
 
 
Motion:  Paul Small.  VOWRA will not send a letter to VDH. 
Second:  Ken May 
Carried Unanimously. 
 
Motion to Adjourn 
 
Motion:  Paul Small motion to adjourn. 
Second;  Ken May 
Carried   

https://rga.lis.virginia.gov/Published/2017/RD621/PDF


 

 

From: Joel Pinnix <joelpinnix@obsidianengineering.com> 
Date: Mon, Apr 2, 2018 at 8:15 PM 
Subject: VOWRA Board Meeting - April 5 
To: Angie Vigil <vowra.org@gmail.com> 
Cc: John <john@powells-plumbing.com>, Paul Small <alternativesupply@gmail.com>, 
krdavis@millers-va.com 
 

Angie, 
  
I am requesting that the VOWRA Board review the SB 1577 report by VDH. 
  
In that report VDH included the following statement: 

  

VDH’s data show that operators cannot discern whether a treatment unit is 

meeting the performance requirements based on sight and smell. There 

were approximately 6,450 AOSSs installed from July 7, 2011, to the present. 

VDH has received about 1,885 O&M reports with sampling data. Of the 

1,885 samples, 21% of the data (392 samples) showed high BOD5 results 

(greater than 30 mg/l) even though operators reported 90% of the time (354 

out of 392) that the AOSS was working properly. Some stakeholders believe 

that high percentages of non-compliance can be addressed with more robust 

oversight and follow-up with property owners by VDH.  
  
  
The above statement is disparaging to licensed operators as it is factually incorrect.  VDH states that 
their data show that operators cannot discern whether a treatment unit is meeting the performance 
requirements based on sight and smell [of effluent] because 90% of the time, units with high BOD 
results were reported as working properly. 
  
VDH has reported the data out of context.  In fact, the regulations prohibit the Department from relying 
on an individual grab sample (See 12VAC5-613-
50.I)  https://law.lis.virginia.gov/admincode/title12/agency5/chapter613/section50/ 
  
It is incumbent on licensed operators to follow the regulations pursuant to categorizing system 
performance.  When a unit is fully functional, but laboratory BOD results are high, the correct 
regulatory interpretation is that the unit is functioning as designed and compliant.  VDH has chosen to 
ignore the regulations and cast an air of malfeasance or incompetence upon license operators in the 
process. 
  
This report is unacceptable.  It goes into the public record and becomes an indelible stain on the 
professionalism of every licensed operator.  It is an egregious example of VDH’s continued attack on 
the private sector. 
  
  
I will be speaking to the WWWOOSSP Board at their meeting on April 19.  At that time, I will ask them 
to write a letter to the VDH Commissioner Levine requesting that VDH rescind the report and correct 
the record.  I am requesting that VOWRA do the same. 
  
Thank you, 
Joel 
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