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 VOWRA 
 2021 CONFERENCE 



 VOWRA Conference 2022 
 The Hotel Roanoke, Roanoke VA 

 This year's face to face conference is coming up soon in the beautiful Hotel Roanoke, in 
 Roanoke, VA. Save-The-Date for October 16, 17 and 18. Don’t miss your opportunity to 
 talk to vendors, network with fellow experts in the trade, see new products, and get your 
 needed continued education (CE) hours. 2020 and 2021 were years for the books. This 
 year, so far, appears to be no different. Come share those experiences with others in 
 the industry. Topics will include things such as Advanced Treatment Systems, Drip 
 Dispersal, Pumps, Controls, and so much more. More information is coming soon. 

 Please go to www.vowra.org and register. 



















 2022 NEW CDL DRIVER 

 LICENSING REQUIREMENTS 



 Source: https://www.dmv.virginia.gov/drivers/#eldt.asp 

 Additional Information and Resources 
 To learn more about ELDT and the Training Provider Registry, visit 

 https://tpr.fmcsa.dot.gov/ 









 SHDAC & VDH 
 Regulation News 

 VDH’s Upcoming Revisions to the Sewage Handling and Disposal Regulations 
 Mike Lynn, Chairman, SHDAC 

 The  Sewage  Handling  Disposal  Advisory  Committee  (SHDAC)  is  established  in  the 
 Sewage  Handling  &  Disposal  Regulations  @  12VAC  610-50.  Committee  members  include 
 regulators  from  various  state  agencies,  associations  with  an  interest  in  well  and  septic 
 systems,  citizens  at  large,  academic  representation  and  manufacturers  of  well  and  septic 
 products.  The  committee  does  not  set  the  agenda  or  program  for  the  Office  of 
 Environmental  Health  or  write  /  propose  regulations,  policy,  or  legislation.  The 
 committee  advises  and  makes  recommendations  to  the  health  department  when  asked  or 
 brings  issues  from  its  member  groups  to  the  health  department’s  attention.  SHDAC 
 meetings  are  always  open  to  the  public.  There  is  a  public  comment  period  at  the 
 beginning  of  each  meeting  for  non-agenda  items.  In  most  cases,  time  allows  for  public 
 comment from non-board members on agenda items while they are being discussed. 
 2022  brings  a  unique  opportunity  for  our  VOWRA  members.  The  Health  Department  is 
 undertaking  a  full  revision  of  the  regulations,  the  first  major  revision  since  July  2000. 
 Over  the  last  twenty  years,  there  have  been  many  changes  to  VDH’s  onsite  sewage 
 program  as  well  as  the  technology  involved.  Among  other  things,  the  regulation 
 revisions  will  shift  to  the  private  sector  as  the  primary  service  provider  and  the  health 
 department’s  role  focusing  on  permit  review,  inspection,  enforcement,  and  public 
 education. 

 OEHS  has  established  guiding  principles  for  the  revisions  to  the  SHDR  (presented  at  the 
 VOWRA annual conference in October 2021 by Anne Powell). The guiding principles are: 

 1.  That  the  standards  established  by  the  regulations  ensure  that  all  systems  are  fully 
 protective of public health and the environment. 

 2.  That the revisions reduce the complexity of the onsite program in Virginia. 
 3.  Account  for  industry  practices  and  programmatic  changes  that  have  occurred 

 since  the  last  revision,  and  provide  flexibility  within  the  revisions  to  be  inclusive 
 of future industry improvements and strategic goals of the Commonwealth. 

 4.  Incorporate Health in All Policies approach. 
 5.  Ensure  that  all  voices  impacted  by  revisions  are  heard,  and  their  thoughts  on  the 

 future of Virginia’s onsite program are considered. 



 With  these  guiding  principles  in  mind,  VDH  is  currently  setting  up  subgroups  of 
 interested  stakeholders  to  work  on  specific  aspects  of  the  SHDR  revisions.  These 
 subgroups  consist  of  members  from  the  Sewage  Handling  and  Disposal  Advisory 
 Committee,  VDH,  VOWRA,  VEHA,  and  VAPSS  (to  name  a  few).  The  specific  aspects 
 covered in the subgroups are: 

 1.  Programmatic Changes 
 2.  Administrative 
 3.  Sites and Soils 
 4.  Installation and Inspection 
 5.  Design and Construction 
 6.  Sewage Hauling / Pump & Haul 
 7.  Considerations for Climate Change 

 Other  issues  that  will  be  considered  in  each  of  the  subgroups  include  Environmental 
 Justice,  and  Inclusion  of  GMPs.  The  first  step  in  the  process  is  to  hold  meetings  for  these 
 subgroups  to  discuss  how  their  assigned  aspects  of  the  regulations  might  be  revised. 
 While  the  subgroups  will  be  looking  for  more  minor  changes  like  terminology  and  typos, 
 VDH is looking at these regulatory revisions as an overhaul of the current SHDR. 
 I  want  to  encourage  each  of  you  to  engage  in  one  or  more  of  these  subgroups  now  and 
 encourage  other  colleagues  in  our  industry  to  participate.  Historically,  the  health 
 department,  a  few  subcommittees  and  the  SHDAC  are  the  only  ones  that  participate  in 
 policy  and  regulation  development.  Then,  when  they  come  out  for  public  comment, 
 people  seem  surprised  and  protest  or  have  questions  that  were  asked  and  answered 
 many  times  during  the  reg  development  process.  One  of  the  most  important  things  that 
 private  sector  designers,  installers,  operators,  and  environmental  health  specialists  can 
 contribute,  is  identifying  contradictions  between  the  recommendations  of  different 
 subgroups  and  reducing  the  number  of  unintended  or  unanticipated  consequences  when 
 the  final  regulations  are  implemented.  This  process  will  likely  take  2  –  3  years  and  may 
 require  accompanying  legislation  to  fully  revise  the  regulations.  Lastly,  many  of  us  who 
 have  participated  in  these  discussions  over  the  last  20  years  are  older.  While  we  hope 
 our  experience  will  be  useful  moving  forward,  we  need  fresh  eyes  and  fresh  ideas 
 because  this  revision  will  likely  outlast  many  of  our  careers.  Our  industry  desperately 
 needs an infusion of youth and now is the time to engage and make a difference. 
 Once  all  subgroups  have  reached  their  conclusions,  VDH  will  move  forward  with  a  Notice 
 of  Intended  Regulatory  Action  (NOIRA).  VDH  is  aiming  to  present  the  NOIRA  for  review 
 no  later  than  September,  2022.  As  an  interested  stakeholder,  if  you  wish  to  participate  in 
 any  subgroups  or  want  to  be  reminded  of  the  public  comment  period,  please  contact 
 Anne Powell at anne.powell@vdh.virginia.gov or (804) 864-8107. 



 PRIVATE WELL 
 Regulations Revisions 

 Proposed revisions to the Private Well Regulations (12 VAC 5-630) will be published in 
 The Virginia Register of Regulations on January 17, 2022 and open for comment until 
 March 18, 2022.  See additional details on the Virginia Regulatory Town Hall, 
 https://townhall.virginia.gov/l/ViewStage.cfm?StageID=8653 





 “Kno���d�� is Pow��” 
 TRADE KNOWLEDGE & PROCEDURES 

 Orenco Troubleshooting Guide for Package Plants, by Reed Johnson 

 Treatment Steps: 

 Step 1: Screening and Pumping. 
 Step 2: Grit Removal. 
 Step 3: Primary Settling. 
 Step 4: Aeration / Activated Sludge. 
 Step 5: Secondary Settling. 
 Step 6: Disinfection. 










